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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A file allocation system for a hard disk drive includes a memory with driver logic 
and a processor configured with the driver logic to receive a request to allocate hard disk 
5 space of a defined size for a buffer file. In some embodiments, the processor is 

configured with the driver logic to allocate clusters for the buffer file from a plurality of 
clusters on the hard disk, wherein the clusters for the buffer file store media content 
instances. In some embodiments, the processor is configured with the driver logic to 
designate a portion of the clusters of the buffer file for at least one non-buffer file such 
1 0 that the non-buffer file is permitted to share the portion of the clusters of the buffer file 
with the buffer file. 
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